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asainst the other, Mrs, Dinenzon left the 
Soviet Union for our country. She re- 
sicies today in my oistrict in Chicago with 
her son Viktor, w^aiting sometimes-pa- 
tiently, sometimes nearly hysteiically for 
her other son to Join her. Letters in her 
own blood to Soviet officials have gone 
tmanswered as have the various inquiries 
I have attempted to make, ' 

I had hoped after my recent trip to 
the Soviet Union and my meetings with 
the First Secretary and others that. we. 
v.'ould be able to reach the accords 
needed to facilitate emigration that 
would lead to the joining of families such 
as that of Mrs. Dinenzon. Those hopes 
are now shattered. We find that letters, 
entreaties, pleas fall on deaf ears.- 

I have written. a personal letter to 
Georgi Arbatov the head of the Soviet 
Institute of American and Canadian Af- 
fairs asking for his personal intercession 
in the case.T am waiting for his answer. 
Mr. Speaker, I attach Mrs. Dinenzon's 

plea. ' ^ 

A Mother’s Caix fob Help 

I have been compelled to make an appe^ 
for help. People suffer not only from wars, 
but also from inhumane treatment of them 
in times of peace. This problem prevents 
solution of the great tasks of peace all over 
the world. * ‘ 

My family is small; there are three of us, 
myself and two sons. Vfe lost my husband 
and xheir father In the years of World War H- 
I have carefully brought \ip my two. sons. 
They are not married . . . we have always 
lived together. 

In 1972 we presented an application for 
permission to leave the Soviet Union, lie 
result was that emigration was permitted 
only me and my younger son. My older son, 
Felix Aranovich, an . engineer, was refused 
the right to leave on the basis that he had 
“ at some time worked at a secret plant. 

In his appeals to higher authorities, Arano- 
vich has denied that he possessed secret 
information for the simple reason-that for 
a long time he had not worked at secret 
plants and the questions with which he had 
previously had contact have since been dealt 
with more extensively In public literature. 

The- reliance on secrecy and on the in- 
-terests of the government are only worn-out 
excuses, covering up evil. The actual reason 
' - is found elsewhere; to Inflict punishment 
upon, us, to break up the family, to deprive 
Peiix of a home, to create hardship for him 
through the traumatic surrounding of lone- ' 
liness, to brutalize us. ' - . . -."'-. 'r 

It Is clear that this is supported by further 
actions of the OVIR. . - ^ . 

~ When my younger son, upon receipt of 
permission to emigrate and upon the order 
of the OVIB. presented all of the documents 
• necessary to* receive a visa and brought to 
the bank the required fees (for education,_. 
for the visa, for the renunciation of citizen- 
ship), OVIB refused to grant him a visa on 
the basis that I was not going together with 
him. ■ . ' 

I stated that I w^uld remain with my 
older son Felix and would leave only, with 
him. Such questionsj by law and by nature, 
shoxild be decided by the mother. OVIR took 
this right from me. Despite having been 
granted permission to emigrate, my younger 
son Victor was not granted a visa. Ke lived 
for a long, time without means of support, 
without work, and yet could not leave. I 
tried to avoid lulfilliig the illegal demands 
and appealed to higher atiihority. They an- 
stvered that the way OVIB had decided was 
the way it w>s going to be. They called me In 
and no tiffed me that if did not immediately 
leave the Soviet ITnioii, the permission al- 
ready granted to my younger son would be 



annulled, the money already paid out would 
not be returned and, in addition, he would 
be harshly dealt with. It became clear that 
we were unprotected by the law. 

in fear for the fate of my totally innocent 
son, I was forced to go away, leaving FelLx 
Aranovich in an empty home. The day of - our 
exit occupies In our lives a place along with 
the sufferings in the years of World War II, 
The destruction of our family by a method 
of threats and violence is not only a viola- 
tion of the Declaration of the Bights of Man 
ratiffed by the Soviet Union and the condi- 
tions accepted by them at the Helsinki Con- 
ference, but. the actions of the Leningrad 
OVIR are criminal according to the laws of 
the Soviet Union. For forcing me, without 
guilt, a -trial, and outside legality, to aban- 
don my son, for the threat of illegal repres- 
sive acts, and for the rude violation of the 
civil' rights of my son, the head of the Lenin- 
grad GVIH, Mr. Bokov, is criminally liable 
under Article 171, Section 2 of the Criminal 
Code of the ESPSR. And for the harm in- 
_ fiicted upon us by his criminal acts, he is 
liable for -damages in accordance with Ar- 
ticles 444 and 446 of the Civil Code of the 
• RSFSR, which, claim could be satisfied by 
the uni fication of our fanxily, that is. by 
granting Felix Aranovich permission to emi- 
grate. 

However, the law on longer works in rela- 
tion to us. Mr. Bokov continues to work suc- 
cessfully; Felix Aranovich leads a lonely, 
miserable existence. Soon It will be three 
years since I have seen my son with whom 
I had lived for his entire life; soon it will be 
three years since I have known peace during 
the day or night. 

All this serves as proof that the law does 
not protect us. 

Qnce in a state of deep despair I addressed 
to the Soviet leaders a letter written in blood. 

I asked them to give me back my son. The 
physicians treating me advised the Soviet 
leaders that the trauma inflicted upon me by 
breaking up my family was destructively af- 
fecting my health, and that the treatment 
would be ineffective until -the cause of the 
ailment was removed. 

To all this the Leningrad OVIR answered 
my son in September 1975 with still one more 
refusal (the third) . This time it was without 
any reason at all. Reliance on secrecy by now 
has become completely impossible. It is well- 
known that such sadism leads to physical an- 
-nihilation of people. ‘‘ . — - : : ■. 

■ In the south in the Soviet Union there is a 
chimpanzee nursery. Soviet medical workers 
are conducttr^ medical investigations in "this 
nursery. They broke up chimpanzee families. 
The chimpanzees flew into a violent rage. 
They ran from comer to corner, trying to 
break out of the- cage, but they were not 
; strong enough to deal with iron bars. Gradu- 
ally, the chimpanzees quieted down and fell. 
^When their blood pressure was measured, it 
. turned out to be very high. As a result of 
their suffering, the chimpanzees ‘grew 111 with 
hypertension and died. 

‘ * Nor does a mother have the ability to with- 
stand that kind of suffering. 

In the summer of this year Nina Podriad-' 
chik unexpectedly passed away. She, like I. 
fought for a long time to be reunited with 
her son Yuri, whom the Soviet Union had re- 
fused permission to emigrate. She did not 
survive her suffering and died- This is not 
death ... it is murder by a method of siow 
torture. When they buried her, Ytiri Podrlad- 
chik was given permission to emigrate. 

It Is necessary, in order that all might hear, 
to cry out to the Soviet Union In the name 
of all mothers who have abandoned their sons 
in the Soviet Union: Let our sons go to their 
living mothers and. not to their graves*!!!! 
An oath would thus be taken that people 
would no longer be brutalized. 

According to the law concerning tort dam- 
ages, on the basis of -rights guaranteed to 
man by twentieth century civilization, and in 



fulfillment of International obligations ac- 
cepted by the Soviet Union, I am addres.sing 
an appeal to it: Give me back my sonj!!!! I 
am calling for help! ~ 

LtJBOV Dt3?smzo», 

Feiix Aranovich’s' Address: -N, 

Aranovich, Feli.x, Poste Restante. Lenin-^ 
grad 192028 RSFSR, UJ5.SR. _ - - ^ 

Lubov Dinenzon (mother) : ' 

7022 North Sheridan Road, Chicago. Ill^ . „ 
nois, €0626, [312] 761-4163. . _ “ ^ 

further 'INVESTIGATION NEEDED * 
IN PRESIDENT KENNEDY*Sr AS- ^ ; 
SASSINATION ; - .* >: 

The SPEAE33R pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle— . 
maii from Virginia (Mr.. Downing) - 
recognized for 60 minutes. -- - - 

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. >Ir. y 
Speaker, I have served in this House for ./ 
17 yeai-s. I hope I have sei-ved consci- - 
entiously and honorably- At the end of 
this session, I shall retire from the House ■ 
and return to private pursuits. . - . 

■ Until a few weeks ago. I thought that 
I would return to my home district with 
a feeling of accomplishment and satis- 
faction — certainly with a feeling of a 
thorough imderstanding of the Congress 
to which I have devoted the major pai*t 
of my adult life. However, in the past few 
weeks, certain events have transpired in 
this House which concern me deeply and - 
which lead me to* believe either that L : 
do not understand the House half as \ve*l 
as I thought I did, or that the House is 
undergoing a deep and fundamental 
transformation as a result of those tragic. - 
evenU which we collectively label. 
“Watergate."' ' . “ 

Until now, it has seemed to me that, 
although Congress might not have dealt ; 
with all problems wisely, it has not been 
its policy simply and doggedly to refuse 
to look at a serious national problem, ho 
matter how difficult, no matter how dis- 
tressing. Yet, I fear that is precisely what • - 
it is doing today.' It is simply and dog- - 
gedly refusing to look at the problem of 
who executed our former . President, 
John F. Kennedy, and why he .was exe- • 

CUted. .. A., r - vUVv - 

' -I do not exaggerate: I have chosen my 
words carefully, and I mean precisely - 
what I say: We do not know who killed 
John F. Kennedy/or why, and the House . 
apparently is uninterested and, in my..; 
opinion, shamefully unwilling even to at- ^ 
tempfto find the answers. ■ ^ 

- Many months ago, along with a few^. 

' colleagues, I introduced a resolution - 
which provides for the establishment of / 
a suecial House Committee to examine. ; 
into the death of J..F. IC and the sub-- a 
sequent investigation of that murder by - 
the Warren Commission. My colleague 
from Texas, Henry Gonzlalez, introduced - 
a somewhat broader resolution. -Since 
that time, more than a hundred Mem- . 
bers of this House have sponsored identi- 
cal or similar resolutions; in fact, almost 
exactly one-fourth of the' House Mem- 
bers have called for such a special in- . 
vestigating committee. However, We not . 
only have failed to make any progress- 
toward establishment of such an inves- 
tigating committee, we also have not^:. 

‘ even been able to get a hearing on. the. ~ 
merits before ‘'the Rules Committee.' 
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the Rules Committee v^'ould 
endorse such a project vvould, of course^ 

:;■& a matter of discretion on their part, 
'iter hearing the evidence pro and con. 

Hovrsver. Uie Rules Con^ittee v/UI not 
listen to any of the evidence for uhe 
passage of the resolutions. It will not 
listen to evidence that a real and very 
seriOLts problem exists. Despite our ap- 
peals and our offer to share with them 
the hard evidence that has moved us to 
sponsor our resolutions they refuse to 
^ve-me and the other htmdred odd spon- 
sors even a hearing on. the merits. 

There is to be no hearing, no evidence, 
wimesses, no vote, no nothing. 

” This is not only difficult for the many, 
many Members who have sponsored the 
proposed legislation to understand, it is 
a regrettably poor answer to approxi- 
mateiv SO percent of the American people 
who do not believe that their leader was 
cut down by a “lone nut," 

Why would there be reluctance on the 
nart of the leadership and the commit- 
■ tee. Have they been told by the Intelli- 
gence Community, which, incidentally, 
possibly acted as sole investigator . for 
the Warren Commission, what really did 
happen to our young 3Ehesident, and 
why? Do they Imow who was behind the 
idliing? Is it too horrible for the Ameri- 
can peooie to face? 

Tou will recall that there was a- reluc- 
tance on the part of many to approach 
the impeachment program 2 years ago. 
Many cautioned that such a public ex- 
Tx>sure would be more than the Ameri- 
can public could stand. However, we did 
our duty, the Republic did not collapse, 
the American public did not fall apart, 
and the country was better off knowing 
the truth. 

And over on the Senate side, when 
the Church committee began to look 
into foreign assassinations and assassi- 
nation attempts by IJ.S. agencies, we 
heard the same cries that the public 
could not stand it. "^et. Senator Church 
and his colleagues did their duty. They 
carefully examined a number of US. 
sponsored murders or murder, attempts 
abroad, and printed the results in a thick 
report- Again the pillars of ihe Repub- 
lic did not crumble. 

Why is it that we seem to think the 
public can assimilate the truth about the 
iallings of foreign leaders but cannot tol- 
erate — and is not entitled to — the truth 
about the assassination of their own 
popular, elected President? 

it would seem strange to me that the 
wTongfid death of their own President is 
of less concern to 'the American people 
than the deaths of the leaders of Viet- 
nam. the Congo, the Dominican Repub- 
lic, Haiti, et cetera, et cetera. Yet, it is 
that truth that is being withheld from 
them. 

Let me interject at this point that X 
have no clear idea whatever of the forces 
behind John Kennedy *s death ox the mo- 
tives for the killing. What I do know is 
that there is an overwhelming abund- 
ance of evidence — physical, documen- 
tary, and sclenUnc — ^that indicates that 
Lee Han^'ey Oswald could not have been 
alone assassin. 

Equally -as important, a mass of evi- 
dence has come to light which indicates 



that the Warren Commission urifor- 
tunately may have made no real effort 
to get to the bottom of the killing. -They 
Tvere prohibited in many instances by the 
U.S. intelligence community which acted 
collectively as 'their sole invesrigator. 
Evidence which has come vividly and 
dramatically to light. in recent months 
was withheld from the Commission, 
Some of it has been revealed by commit-^ 
tees and subcommittees of this House. It 
points to a cover up. The Commission de- 
serv'ed better than that. The American 
peooie deserved- better than that. 

All of this notwithstanding, there is 
still this imwillingness to let Hie House 
find out the truth.' someone apparently 
does not want us to see the evil, hpr the 
e'vil, and ■ certainly does not want us to 
talk about it. . ■ 

The cuestion is frequently put: ^Sven 
if you are right, what is to be gained by 
reopening the Kennedy case?" Our ^an- 
swer from the beginning has been, “the 
truth," but this answer does net seem 
to satisfy. One would think 'that truth 
about the death of a President in a de- 
mocracy such as ours would be sufficient 
cause for reopening the case. After all, 
if a presidenfc 'is eliminated, not by a 
“lone nut" but for political reasons, is 
not the whole fabric of our form of gov- 
ernment in direct danger if -we cover up 
the political motivations and go on as if 
nothing happened? ' _ 

Mr. Speaker, in the 11 months since i 
became convinced of the need for a re- 
investigation of the assassination by a 
Select Committee of the House, I.liave 
learned a great deal about the circum- 
stances surrounding the death of-the late 
beloved John F. Kennedy. I have learned 
•far more than I ever es^jected that I 
could learn. I am frank to admit that I 
have learned . far more than I ever 
wanted to learn. - / 

Yet.‘ Mr. Speaker, with all of this 
. knowledge which has been forced on me 
has come the alaxming realization that — r 
•to use a time-worn phrase — I have only 
touched the tip of the iceberg. Without 
subpen a power, without ' the official* 
backing such as the House of Represent- 
atives, no one has any real chance to 
get to the solid facts of the issue. • 
What has been equally amazing to me 
has been the marvelously high degree of 
interest sho'wn by the American people 
and continued ' to show in the -unex- 
plained death of their leader. They want 
to know the truth. In every case where 
the people have been polled, the response 
calling for a new investigation has been 
overwhelming. . 

Following the death of President Jeto ‘ 
F. Kennedy, a Presidential Commission 
was established to secure the facts about 
that murder, and to assure the American 
people -that all of the facts had h^n 
secured and that all of the facts had 
been reported to the American people. 

Today, more than 12 years after that 
tragedy, a substantial portion of the e^n- 
dence remains locked away in the Ka- 
tional Archives where the American peo- 
ple and their representatives, the Mem- 
bers of the Congress, cannot' see it. Even 
more surprising. ' more than a decade 
after the publication of the Warren Com- 
mission Report — which sisserted that one 



man was respcnsible for the assassina- 
tion — every poll taken by a reputable 
news organization during the last year . 
has revealed that the vast majority of 
the American people do not believe that 
central finding of the Warren Commis- 
sion.' . - 

CBS revealed that S5 percent of those - 
polled in its recent national survey .said 
that they believe that there had been a 
conspiracy to a3sas5in?.te the President. ■ 
The Philadelphia Daily Nev^-s con- 
ducted a survey tn that city last'j'ear. 
which shovred that more than 55 percent 
of those who responded to the question 
supported the reckoning of the investi- 
gation into ihe assassination of Presi- 
dent Kennedy. The recent Detroit News 
survey showed that 8T.3 percent of thosd 
questioned there* said that they believed 
that a conspiracy was responsible for the - 
assassination. 

A distinguished former member of the 
Warren Commission, President Gerald 
R. Ford, iias publicly stated that another 
investigation would be in order. He has, 
therefore, joined with two Warren Com- 
mission lawyers, David Belih and John 
Hart Ely, in understanding the need for 
a new investigation and in supporting 
such demands. _ 

The Saturday Evening Post, respond- ' 
ing to this widespread feeling in the 
United Scales, has called for a new in- 
vestigation and offered a $250,000 reward 
for information leading to the conviction 
of those who murdered the President, 
Major newspapers, including the Boston 
Globe end the New York Times, have' 
called for Congress to investigate. 

During the last year, more students . 
at our colleges and law schools through- 
out the country attended lectures on the 
subject of the assassination than on all 
other subjects combined. At Purdue Uni- 
versity in Indiana, about 7,000 students 
listened to a lecture and ■watched a film 
about the assassination for more than 5 
hours. In Monroe, La., 4,800 crowded into . 
the Coliseum, to hear a similar talk. 

This matter, obviously, remains high 
on the American agenda now, more than 
12 years later. It is an issue which will- 
not, which cannot die until' our people 
.are satisfied that they know the truth, 
all of the truth. That is w^ 125 Members 
of the Congress have joined with Con- 
gressman Gonzalez and me in sponsoring 
a resolution to establish a committee to ^ 
invesUgate a crime which so many Amerr 
leans consider to be an unsolved crime. ' 
What argument can be offered against 
such an investigation or against permit- 
ting Congress "to at least vote on this 
question? That it is too expensive? Are 
we not willing to authorize a $350,000 in- . 
vestigation into how one reporter 
secured a report? Are we not willing to 
provide 10 full-time independent inves- - 
tigators in that search? The Warren. 
Commission conducted its investigation 
without a single independent investiga- 
tor. It relied almost exclusively upon the 
reports it received from the P3I. 

As a result of hearings held by Con- 
gressman Edw.ards' FBI oversight com- 
mittee recently, we learned that the FBI 
deceived -the V/arren Commission, and 
destroyed a crucial document, and never 
so informed the Warren Commission. 
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IMaay Americans believe Uiat it is more 
UT'^ent and now more important to deter- 
mSie who killed President Kennedy than 
it is to determine how Mr. Schorr got 
his hands on a report. I agree that it is 
important. I believe that most of the 
Members of this House, if given the op- 
portunity to -vote on this vital question, 
vrovJid also agree. I believe further that 
credibility in our institutions can only 
be enhanced by our full and public com- 
mir-ment to all of the truth.'! believe that 
our people, those we represent on this 
fioor, those who in overwhelming num- 
bers have stated that they do not be- 
lieve they have been told all of the truth, 
are entitled to the facts and that this 
issue will not pass until the American 
people are satisfied that the truth has 
been told. ' - 

Mr. Speaker and Members- of the 
House, that concludes my statement, but 
I will submit and ask unanimous con- 
sent to submit an ample amount of m- 
formation concerning the assassination 
of President Kennedy. That material will 
be printed in the Congressionai. Kecokd. 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of all of this 
is to try to get the Congress, and mainly 
the Committee on Rules, to reconsider 
its former decision to not even look at 
this evidence. I would be hopeful that 
the Committee on Rules would give us 
this opportunity, particularly since 125 
of our colleagues have sponsored similar 
resolutions. 

Jtfr. Speaker, the people want to know 
the truth. They are not afraid of the 
truth, and perhaps in the conduct of this 
investigation we may find ways in which, 
to miniroize assassination attempts on 
future Presidents. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, my plea to the 
Committee on Rules is to reconsider and 
give us the opportunity to go into this 
matter anew. 

Mr, IA.GOMARSINO. Mr. Speaker, 
will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. BOWNhSTG of Virginia. 1 yield to 
the gentleman from California. 

' <h£r. liAGOMABSINO asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.) ' ' . / -■ 

R'lr, LAGOMARSINO. Mr. Speaker, as 
a strong supporter of legislation to. con- 
duct an investigation into the circum- 
stances surrounding the death of the late. 
President Kennedy, I regret the recent 
Rules Committee decision not to con- 
sider House Resolution 574 or like legis- 
lation to this purpose. 

. The specter of assa^ination has 
loomed ominously over the political 
scene for more than a decade. President 
Kennedy was the first in a succession of 
public assassinations and assassination 
attempts. Yet, speculation and contro- 
versy surrounding his murder continue to 
escalate even as we approach the 13th 
anniversary of Mr. Kennedy's death. 
Theories and suppositions abound in the 
press and in the media while — as I am 
sure all Members here today can tes- 
tify — ^mail pours into Congress requesting 
a reopening of the mmder probe. It is 
becoming more and more apparent that 
the Nation is dissatisfied, if not disbe- 
lieving of the Warren Commission Re- 
port. 



In my opinion, it is unconscionable 
that the Congress would allow this mat- 
ter to continue unresolved ^y longer. 
Inasmuch as almost one- third of- this 
body has cosponsored legislation to re- 
consider this Presidential assa^matlon, 
I believe that, atthe very least, the House 
membership should be given the opi>or- 
tunity to vote on whether or not to fur- 
ther study this sensitive and persistent 
issue. - ' ■ 

To ignore the problem as new, and 
previously undhclosed, evidence mounts 
concerning the matter copld be to ignore 
the truth, or at least not present an op- 
portunity to ascertain the truth. There- 
fore, I strongly urge -that the House be 
allowed to h^r the arguments, pro and 
con,.suriX)iindmg the legislation in ques- 
tion, and to work its will. 

IVIr. ' riOWNING of Virginia. . Mr. 



ods and conclusions. Too many questions 
remain — questions regarding hee Harvey 
Oswald's background, the single bullet 
theory, the capabilities of the supposed 
murder weapon. Jack Ruby’s association 
with the H3I and organized crime, and 
the alleged discrepancies between the 
testimony and evidenee given to the War- 
ren Commission and its published con- 
clusions. . ' - 

jVIr. Speaker, the list of questions and 
allegations could go on for many hours, 
and that is the point. The American peo- 
ple are entitled to have their questions 
answered. , - -■ 

I do not stand today and portend to 
know who did, or did not kill John. Fitz- 
gerald Kennedy. I only know that ihe 
American people are not satisfied With 
the Warren Comroission’s conclusions, 
and, as such, I believe a full investigation 



Speaker, I want to thank the gentleman * by a select committee would help to 



from California for his contribution. 

iVIx*. Speaker, I do not mean to indict 
anybody in this investigation of the 
sassination and I certainly do not indict 
the members who constituted the War- 
ren Commission because those men were 
able, dedicated and patriotic Americans 
who did the best job they could under 
the circumstances. But we now know 
that there was a raft of evidence which 
wras withheld from the eyes of those 
gentlemen and which has now just come : 
to light. We are getting this under the 
Freedom of Information Act, although 
there was much that was not available 
to us without the subpena power. I do 
not know what that information will re- 
veal but I am sure just from the very 
documents that we have gotten recently 
that it will be most interesting and I 
t.bink it would shed 'some more light on 
the matter. 

In my judgment, the Warren Commis- 
sion either did not see these facts, were 
not shown them or, if they were, they 
might have concluded that it was in the 
best interests of the country at that 
time to close the report and to rely on 
the single-bullet theory. Had I been a 
member of the Warren Commission and 
had I thought it was in the best interests 
of the coimtry at that time I might have 
done similarly. Now it is 12 years later 
and we now know the American public 
can stand the shock that can come if .the 
truth is told. • ' ' ' ' . 

■ Mr; MINETA.' ^*rr. Speaker, will the 
-gentleman yield? ' * 

iVIr. DOWNING of Virginia. I am glad 
to yield to the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia. ■ 

iMr. MINETA -asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re- 
marks.) “ 

Mr. J.HNETA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of the Downing resolution-™- 
House Resolution 432 — ^to create a select 
committee to investigate the assassina- 
tion'of President John Kennedy which 
the Rules Committee last week decided 
not to consider. 

I 3dse today because I, along with 65 
perceni: of the American people-accord- 
ing to a recent public opinion survey — 
doubt the findings of the Warren Com- 
mission. Over the past several years, 
more and more people have begun to 
question the Warren Commission's meth- 



dispell these doubts. 

I respectfully urge the Rules Commit- 
tee to reconsider its action and allow the 
fun House to. determine whether there is 
a sufiucient' number of Members who 
share my view that the American: people 
have a right to have their questions re- 
garding the John Kennedy assassination 
answered. 

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. I thaiik 
the gentleman, and I appreciate his 
assistance in this whole matter for a 
period of months. * , 

JMr. Sjqeaker, I now yield to the gentle- 
man fi‘om Georgia. 

Mr. MATHIS. I thank the distin- 
guished gentleman from Virginia* for 
yielding. - * 

^iVIr. MATHIS asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his 
remarks.) 

. Air. MATHIS. Air. Speaker. I would 
like to rise to pay tribute to the gentle- 
man from Virgmia for the 2eadei*ship he 
has taken in. this - area that I consider 
to be. very, very vital in order that the 
faith of the American people might be 
restored to some degree in their insritu- 
tions of government, because- 1 do not 
think there is any question but that they 
have been deceived either deliberately 
or through error on the v^rt of distin- 
guished men who served on the Warren 
CommissloruT think that the public has 
been deceived. I think the public has a- 
right to -know. * •- r 

The gentleman from Virgihia with the 
distinguiriied gentleman from , Texas 
(Mr. Gonzaxez) have provided leader- 
ship in this area, and .1 am very much 
appreciative of that. 

i would also say, Mr. Speaker, that this 
■ body, his district, and this country are 
going to miss very much the leadership 
of the gentleman from Virginia (Air. 
DowicixG) when he retires iit the end of 
this session from this body. We all regret 
seeing him go. 

Every one of us, almost without excep- 
tion, remembers that date of Novem- 
ber 22, 1S65, where we were and what we 
were doing at precisely the time we heard 
the news on radio, television., or what- 
ever it might have been, that President 
John P. Kennedy had been shot at Dealey 
Plaza in Dallas. Tex. I think what we 
have a right to know now as Americans 
is not only where- we were and what we 
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were doing, but why that tragic series 
of events came together all at -that par- 
ticular ooint in our Nation^s history. 

I would like to ask the gentlem^ from 
Virginia at this point what the procediire 
woihd be that he intends to use to try 
to get this matter to the fioor. Is there 
“a way that we can in fact, frankly, -by- 
pass the Coimhittee on Rules to try to 
bring' a rseolution to the floor, or must < 
we now under the leadership of the gen- 
tleman. from Virginia go back to the 
Committee on Rules and ask for recon- 
sideration? • 

Mr. IX)WjSiING of Virginia. There is 
a procedure, of course, with which the 
gentleman is very familiar, kno^ as a 

• discharge petition, which requires the 

signature of 218 names. I would hesitate 
to take this route because it is flaunting 
the Committee on Rules, and I have the 
greatest respect for every member of' 
that committee* I would hope that we 
cotdd go back again to the Committee on 
Rules and beseech them to reconsider 
the matter and take it under considera- 
tion. ^ 

As I said, I have heard rumors to thd 
eflect that the Committee on Rules is 
talking about this very thing. I think as 
a last resort we could go the discharge 
petition route, but I hope that that would 
not be necessary. 

Mr. MATHIS. I sincerely hope that the 

gentleman is correct in his assessment 
that there will be reconsideration by the 
Committee on Rules of this very impor- 
tant matter and that we will not.have to 
go the historical discharge petition route. 

But if we should have to go that way, 

I will pledge to the gentleman my sup- 
port in attempting to obtain the signa- 
tures of as many Members in this body 
as possible to try to bring that resolution 
to the floor. 

I think it is imperative that we move 
with a great degree of expedition on this 
matter because of the fact that every day 
that passes, memories dim, witnesses dis- 
appear, as the gentleman knows, and the 
record has shown exactly how many peo- 
ple who had some part, however minute, 
in that sorry display of things that hap- 
pened in Balias, are no longer with us for 

* one reason or another. Witnesses are not 
available, and the longer we wait, the less 
likelihood there is that the American 
people will ever, know the truth about 
what happened on that miserable day in 
Dallas, 

- I again commend the gentleman for his 
leadership in what he has done. I pledge 
to him my continued support, and I hope 
that other Members of this body, in ad- 
dition to the 125, will join him and our- 
distinguished friend, the gentleman from 
Texas, in sponsorship of this resolution 
and will continue to press not only the 
Committee on Rules but other Members 
of the House in the hope that we can get 
a resolution to the fioor where w'e can 
have some kind of select committee es- 
tablished so that we may be able once 
and for all to let the American people 
know what was involved, lay some rumors 
to rest, and let America once again at 
least have one burden removed from her 
conscience. 

Mr. DOWHING of Virginia. Mr. Speak- 
er, I want to thank the gentleman from 



Georgia for his kind comments about 
the gentleman in the well. I do appre- 
ciate them. Also I want to thank the 
gentleman for his leadership early on in 
this resolution fight before it was so gen- 
erally publicly popular. The gentleman 
from Georgia has been a real wheel horse 
and he has bean, like a bulldog: He will 
not give us. 

Mr. MATHIS. Mr. Speaker, if the gen- 
tleman will yield further, the genUeman 
from Georgia has been called a great deal 
worse than wheel horse. I take that as a 
compliment. 

- Mr. OBSRSTAR. Mr. Speaker, will the 
' gentleman yield? 

Mr. DOWIHNG of Virginia. I yield to 
the gentleman from Minnesota. 

IVIr. OBERSTAR. ^rlr. Chairman, the 
question of who killed John F. Kennedy 
continues to intrigue Americans and vriil 
continue to do so because of the extraor- 
dinary mystique of the Kennedy family 
whice fascinates the American public. So 
long as our doubts about the assassin of 
President Kennedy remain unresolved, 
speculation about the event will nm ram- ' 
pant. 

. The conflicting evidence and the un- 
certain theories must be clarified in the 
name of truth, out of respect for our le- 
gal tradition of conclusion of law based 
on findings of fact. Contrary to that tra- ' 
dition, however, is the present status of 
the John P. Kennedy assassination phe- 
nomenon. 

The issue is clouded by unresolved 
conflicts including the one-bullet theory, 
the direction of the bullet, conspiracy, 
and questionable evidence regarding the 
exit wound. These issues cannot be ig- 
nored; they must be resolved for our 
ovm best interests, for pur posterity, and 
in the long-term service of truth. 

Because of this I support the resolu- 
tion offered by the gentleman and I join 
in appealing to the Rules Committee for 
action on this resolution. 

I commend the gentleman for the 
splendid leadership he has given the 
House in the service of truth and in re- 
solving this extraordinaTv issue. 

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Mr. Speak- 
er,* I thank the gentleman from Minne- 
sota very much for his kind comments 
and thank him for his assistance in 
this entire effort. Ke has been a real help, 
and he is as determined as I that the 
American public should know the truth. 

Mr. Speakerv.1 yield now -to the gen- 
tleman who sponsored the resolution 
which was a little broader than mine 
bub which I have always thought had 
tremendous merit, I cannot say enough 
about this gentleman. He is one of the 
leaders in the Congress. He is one of my 
friends. I am glad to yield to the gentle- 
man from Te:<as (Mr. Henry Gon 2 .^ez) , 
Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, I most 
sincerely thank my distinguished col- 
league and I wish to take this opportunity 
to express my regrets about his decision 
not to seek relectxon. When I read this 
in a newspaper back 'home there vras no 
way I could get hold of him to try to 
find out if that was a fixed and inflexible 
decision, or whether he could reconsider 
continuing his great public service in 
the (Congress. I sincerely regret that he 
made the decision to devote full time to 



his family, which is understandable, but 
at the same time many of us sincerely 
regret his decision. I particularly regret 
it because we have been working in our 
joint efforts to try to center some kind 
of congressional action on discharging 
the congressional responsibility to review 
the circumstances surrounding the death 
of President Kennedy, and in respect to 
the more than a decade following his 
assassination— -the violence on the na- 
tional level, all of which impacted on 
national and governmental processes. 

When I introduced what is now known - 
as House Resolution 204, it was the first 
one. and I deliberately provided for a 
review by the Congress of the key points 
involving this decade of assassination 
beginning with the death of John Ken- 
nedy. but at that time it was not very 
well tinders cood' even then, .but it turned 
out that it coincided with the beginning 
of a deep inquiry on the part of more 
than a dozen individuals throughout Vne 
various States and the Nation and coin- 
cided with very disturbing developments 
that had come to light in the summer 
of 1973. ' 

Everything that the distinguished gen- 
tleman from Virginia has said is a very 
accurate chronological description of 
what has happened to most of us. I think 
it is true to say that the country collec- 
tively, and we individually, were a lot 
more innocent in that period that we 
refer to loUowing November 1963 than 
we are now. Manjr, many things have 
happened. 1 know in my own case, I see 
clearly that things we had always con- 
sidered not possible of happening in 
America — or if they were to happen were 
wholly unacceptable — now seem -to-be 
accepted. - - 

The threat of assassination of national 
leaders seems to be the sort of thing we 
have come to accept. We used to think 
that coups d’etat and political‘assassina- 
tions in order to change the course of 
power of government, that those were 
things wholly foreign and abhorrent 
to the American way. Today there is a 
tendency to say, this is world-wide. It is 
a phenomenon. We are' part of it. We 
have to accept it. We live in the day and 
time of murders, assassination,, cold- 
blooded killings of innocent people, men, 
women and children for some cause, 
sometimes a defined, cause, sometimes a 
nebulous cause: “ - ' ' ■ ■ 

We do live in an era. of violence, but 
the only opposition since I introduced 
House Resolution- 204 has come- from 
very isolated cases of individuals, of 
about three or four who have bothered 
to write and say, ‘Why do you seek to 
stir this up?” On the other hand, I have 
received thousands of letters of support. 

Even as the gentleman from Virginia 
said awhile ago, even if it is true that 
there was an assassination plot or some 
t>-pe of a conspiracy, what good is that 
going to do the Nation? How will that 
serve the national purpose. They, seem 
to want to change the old scriptural 
injunction: - 

Te shall know the truth and the truth 
shall make jou free. . , ‘ ' 

They would change it to: - - 

Doa‘t know the truth, because it might 
make you ;ree. - 
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They seem to be the same kind of peo- 
ple that have been throughout the ages 
afraid of freedom, afraid of truth. But 
what is iXr that we must fear? What can 
there be in the circumstances surround- 
ing the death of President John Ken- 
nedy, Senator Robert Kennedy, Martin 
huther King, the- attempt on George 
Wallace and others? What can there be 
about these incidents that have made it 
impossible, for the only body in the 
Nation, able and sufdcient to - do a 
thorough job of not necessarily just 
investigating, or in the absence of a word, 
snooping around here and there, but in 
assessing what this has done to the 
American democratic republican form 
of government; for, indeed, it has had an 
impact. • . ■ - . 

\Ye now have a unelected President, 
"We have an imelected Vice President, 
that I do not think would be there un- 
elected had President John ^ Kennedy 
not been assassinated. '' 

I doubt seriously that the 25th amend- . 
ment, which in my opinion continues to 
be pointing a. revolver at our heads in 
the sense of stability and continuity in 
the democratic processes of our Govern- 
ment, never -would have been adopted If 
President Kennedy had not been killed. 

Why now? Why should the Congress 
feel that it is a responsibility on their 
shoulders? Well/ because it goes to the 
heart of the matter about "which Con- 
gress is all about and everything else. 
Are we then to accept the rule of the 
bullet, rather than the ballot, w^hich is, 
in eTect, what we are doing? * 

There is ample precedent for the 
Congress to have in order* a judicious, a 
serious review of these facts and evalua- 
tion. There are many serious-minded 
Americans, .some of. whom the distin- 
guished gentleman from Virginia has 
referred to, that have on asicentific basis 
.raised very. * serious questions that 
demand answers, at least an honest 
attempt to get an answer to their well- 
pondered questions.- 
There are many other individuals, 
ranging from some- who started their 
queries in the very beginning, when it 
was very difSciOt, I am sure, for them to 
have raised the question, “We think it 
was more than one man," Men such as 
Mark Lane, and many others, who have 
since followed very early in the game, 
frankly at a time when I thought, “.Weil, 
it is really too eaxly to speculate because 
we have the Warren Commission look- 
ing into this." ' 

But, at the time of the Warren Com-" 
mission it is impossible to try to recon- 
stitute the environment that existed at 
the time the Commission was trying to 
operate. The pressure was on it daily to 
produce something. It had been in ac- 
tivity less than a year before the pres- 
sure increased and heavy demands were 
made, such as, ‘-Why have you not come 
up Vrith something? What is it you are 
dragging your feet on? " ■ 

The distinguished gentleman from 
Virginia has enumerated the facts that 
now prove to be failings in the method 
and manner in which that was con- 
ducted in 196.4, mostly. We cannot help 
but agree, but we were innocent and 
many, including, I am sure, all of the 



members of the Warren’ Commission 
vnth perhaps one or two exceptions, were 
certaiidy, as I view the record of the 
Warren Commission and the many ex- 
hibits that it incorporated into its vol- 
umes of exhfoits, show clearly that cer- 
tainly Allen Ilulles had more than a 
passing knowledge of some things that 
now look to be accusing and have been 
enshrouded in an attempt to be sub- 
merged,. obscured and not evaluated or 
considered at all 

I can understand many of the remarks- 
that.arenOw in cold print attributed to 
some of the other members of the Com- 
mission because, as the gentleman from 
Virginia said a while ago, if we too had 
been on the Commission at that time, 
we might have succumbed to the ten- 
dency to try to accept some things on 
face value that needed to have been fol- 
lowed through. There" is no question 
now, the record is there and the record 
is irrebuttable. 

The assassin, pr^umabiy Lee Harvey 
Oswald, was more than just some loner. 
His background and associations beyond 
doubt in New Orleans, ■ the very lurid 
attempts that have been very graphic- 
ally brought out by the once district 
attorney of New Orleans, Jim Garrison, 
on the part of the Federal agencies to 
impede his investigation, not help it, 
should have been very disturbing to us 
at the time that was occurring, Tet, no- 
body loaliy much cared because Jim 
Garrison, apparently, in the public eye, 
ended up in ridicule and in failure in 
his attempts to bring one or a select 
number of individuals to account, 

But, we must remember that this was 
an ALmerican tribunal; it was an Ameri- 
can prosecutor, no matter how vengeful 
or how' wrong he appeared before a court 
of new jurisdiction, presented evidences, 
many of which have since been substan- 
tiated. As far as I know, Jim Garrison 
was the first to proclaim loud and clear 
that some of our agencies that had been 
charged by the Congress for foreign 
work were in violation of their charter,, 
doing domestic work that was wholly 
inimical to the purposes for which the 
agency was founded. - . 

; -So, there is no question in my mind 
that there is. a clear responsibility on the 
part of the Congress to look into this. 
Again; I have not gone oS.into any 
particular' theory or- concept or accu- 
sation,, because I think this is the rea- 
son why we want a responsible* commit- 
tee to look into it. I think that nobody 
in the United States can properly look , 
into- this matter unless he is assisted by 
such a body as a congressional commit- 
tee, invested with the right of subpena. 
There Is no question here that the dis- 
tingxiished gentleman from Virginia and 
I are in complete agreement. 

At any rate, I wind up as I started, by 
thanking the distinguished gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. Dowi?i^r&) for seeking 
these special orders and for the great 
work he has done in concentrating House 
attention for the need of this type of 
committee. ' 

Mr. Speaker, one might argue that it is 
not true that there is still much debate 
regarding the assassination of President 
Abraham Lincoln. Did Booth really kill 



him? "Who else v/as involved, who was 
not brought to justice? 

While this is true, you cannot compare 
more than a decade of political assassi- 
nations with single instances of assassi- 
nation in our country. There has been 
no similar period of ^tory in our coun- 
try. There has been no similar period of 
history- in our country, which began with 
the murder of President John F. Ken- 
nedy in Darias, Tex., on November 22, 
1953. . 

r>xiri]ag this more than a decade the 
electoral system has, for all practical 
purposes, been manipulated, eiiher delib- 
erately or through a strange set of cir- 
cumstances. The American people have 
been denied options, and the democratic ’ 
process thwarted. - - - 

What is the Congress responsibility? 
-Weil, I would think that as the elected 
Representatives of the people'it would be 
our respcnsibility to look into the nag-- 
ging questions which have not been an- 
swered, and to do so would mean the 
creation of a select committee with sub- 
pena power. . 

This is what I have advocated since 
February 19, 1975 when I introduced 
House Resolution 204 which, if approved 
by the House, would establish in the 
House a select committee for the purpose' 
of studying the circumstances surround- 
ing the deaths of President John P. 
Kennedy, U.S. Senator Robert P. Ken- 
nedy, and Dr. Martin Luther King, and ‘ 
the attempted assassination of Gov, 
George Wallace. - ' 

I^havq punned for tbe enactment of 
sucn legislation in the House because I 
sincerely feel that th^e is everything to 
lose if we do not act courageously in the 
pursuit of truth. If conspiracy existed in 
connection with even one of these deaths, 
or the attempt on Governor Wallace’ 
then we cannot have a free electoral sys^ 
tern, tintil such conspiracy is. fully ex- 
posed and dealth with. . ‘ ' 

I have chosen not to deal directly with’ 
the various theories regarding any of the 
assassinations because I fed that- it is 
difficult to develop a case in respect to 
any of them without an official investi- 
gaUon—with subpena power. The lack of 
subpena power has, of - coiirse, hampered 
the ability ox countless individuals en- 
gaged in research on the assassination; 

These researchers, among them distin- 
guished pathologists, writers, political 
scientists, and othds in various fields of 
science, have done a credfole job, and' 
should be called upon by the Congress to 
pool their studies for use in the investl- 
ga'tion I am advocating. , ‘ ■ 

There are literally thousands of arti- ' 
cles and books written about the recent 
political assassinations, many of which 
are worthy of our close study. Robert 
Sam Anson has written a good compre- 
hensive stvidj of the John F, Kennedv 
assassination -entitled: “They^ve Killed 
the Px^esi dent l The Search, for the Mur- 
derer of JFK" which is available in pa- 
perback/by Bantam.' 

Another book which deals with the as- 
sassinations I have listed which is worthy 
ox study by Congress is being published 
this month, entitled "The Assassina- 
tions — ^Dallas and Beyond — A Guide to 
Cover-Ups and Investigations," the book 
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13 edited by Peter Dale Scotti Patil L. this area. The gentlemaii frora Texas was 
Hoch, and Russell Stetler (Randonx in the motorcade' the day President Ken- 
House) . nedy was assassinated, 

jMr. Speaker, when I first introduced ivir. Speaker, in my mind one of the 
House Isolation 204 a year ago Pebru- most outstanding individuals to address 
ary, I did it alone, without too. much hope the varied aspects of the death of John 
that othe^ Members of this House would P. Kennedy is a well-known attorney and * 
join me in my effort. Since that time 'physician from Pittsburgh, Pa., Cyril 
many other House Members have joined Wecht, B,S„ MX>., LL-D..^ J), 
me My good colleague. Congressman He is the coroner of Allegheny County, 
THOiLAs Do^vNiNG,' introduced the same Pittsburg, Pa. He is a research professor 
resolution last April, but specified a study of law and director of the Institute of 
of the John 7. assassination Sciences of Duquesne Umve^ty School 

only, because he feels that it is easier .to of Law. Dr. W^bt is the youngest former 
make a case for a reinvestigation of that President of the Ac^de-^ ot 

Porensic Sciencc. Dt. IrVecht, a leading 
tTT-n nf nc we now have authority on the Kennedy assassinatidn, 

more\^nl25cospon^rs.yettJ^^^^^ ?XU'dSSoS?SSnd^^^^^^ 

' ^ and he has provided me with the 

heaos in tne sand because we ^eafra^^ following letter which I insert at this 
of what we might find out? The truth 

■will make us free — free to continue to CotrirrT oe* ALLHcscEiNTr, 

conduct the elections in a free and open pittsfyitrgh. Pa. 

manner, free of the fear and doubt that l am grat&ful for t^s opporfeiroity, tbrougli 

rob the peoole of faith in their national Coagressman Downing, to express my views 
riovAT-n ruAnfc - ■" ^be Congress on the many questions which 

mrvT-a stiU suTTOund the assassinatiou of President 

We need this investigation more man ^g^^^nedy and which continue, more than 
ever now with revelations of recent date twelve years after the. event, to cause deep 
which prompt us to ask; What was the concern and doubt among so mainy of our 
Cuban connection with the murder of people. I wish it were possible for me to ad- 



J F K.’ What was the role of the FBI .dress you in person, with sUdes and films 
iii tile life of Dr. Martin Luther King ^ 

just prior to his death at the hands of shooting, in this brief summary, I can 

an assassin? . only a few highlights. 

Many of us have had lingering ques- in. iteu of a detailed presentation, I have 
tions which have gone unanswered re- attached to this statement a number of 
garding the death of XJ.S. Senator Rob- tides l have prepared over the past several 
ert Kennedy, a candidate for the Presi- years. WhUo even these are not tte entire 
gnc7. Bid th. Bl^pt on Gov. C^o 

Wallace, also a candidatef^ the Pres.1- siom*s single bullet theory and show you why 
deucy. Why was conducted Watergate t have concluded that there must have been 
burglar E. Howard Himt dispatched to two gunmen firing at President Kennedy. 
Milwaukee by Charles Colson, to search . These articles have not been refuted. Inde^, 
the aoartment of Arthur Bremer? they have scarcely been addressed. 

There are many unanswered questions „ ‘ 



and much, controversy regarding the cir- 
ciunsfcances surrounding the death of 
Robert Kennedy. I have, among my 
voluminous files on the assassination an 
interesting exchange * be^ee^ ballistics 
expert William. W. Harper and the Wash- 
ington Post regarding a -story done by 
Ronald Kessler in which Mr. Harper says, 
that Mr. Kessler misquoted him. . 

Kessleffs story was headlined *"Ballis- 
tics Expert Discounts RFK 2nd-Bullefc 
Theory”, but Harper, despite many let- 
ters to the Post has not been able to 
get a follow-up story which would more 
truly convey what he said to Kessler. 

There is no assurance that a congres- 
sional committee .will will find out any 
more about these assassinations than 
wht is already known, but I contend that 
if anybody can, it will be done through 
the congressional study which I propose. 

I really cannot think of any one issue 
of any more importance in this Selection 
than this. 

V/e need to act courageously in the 
pursuit of truth, and we need to act now. 

(Mr. (JONZAX.EZ asked and w-as given 
permission to revise and extend his re- 
marks.) 

Mr, DOWNING of Virginia. Mr. Speak- 
er, I wish to. thank Ihe gentleman from 
Texas for his tremendous contribution tn 



to show you in. detail exactly wbat is wrong 
with the Warren Commission’s explanation 
of the shooting. In this brief summary, I can 
give you only a few highlights. 

In lieu of a detailed presentation. I have 
attached to this statement a number of 
ticles I have prepared over the past several 
yesirs. While even these are not the entire 
story, they will describe to you the funda- 
mental weaknesses in the Warren Commis- 
sion’s single bullet theory and show you why 
t have concluded that there must have been 
two gunmen firing at President Kennedy. 

. These articles have not been refuted. Inde^, 

^ they have scarcely been addressed, 

I am primarily a medical man and a prac- 
titioner of science. I try to work only with 
facts and evidence, and I avoid speculative 
theorizing wherever I can. As a result, my 
views of the JFK assassination perhaps lack 
the sensational quality which so attracts the 
news media. I cannot offer you any CIA, 
Mafia, or international villains. -But I do 
think I can prove to you that this case is 
LLQSolved, or at least incompletely solved, and 
' that there has been a certain amount of gov- 
ernmental skulduggery in "^e official rep- 
resentations about the case. That alone, I 
should think, would be enough to stimulate 
further . investigative action. 'Beyond this, 
however, with the evidence presently avail- 
able, I cannot go. That is up to such bodies 
as the Congress. 

There are those who will tell you that all 
the important questions about President 
Kennedy’s assassination have been answered 
and that nothing of legitimate concern re- 
mains. They say. with a maddening glibness 
and an indifference to facts, that the skep- 
tics who persist with their questions are neg- 
abivists nitpicking over details of no signifi- 
cance, that there are some kinds of people 
who can never be convinced anyway, and 
that the doubt which continues to plague the 
nation is j'usfc another emotional aberration 
of our times, if not worse. 

But these defenders and apologists for 
the Warren Report never face up to the 
really hard evidentiary questions about the 
case. Some of them do not deal with matters 
of evidence at all, and probably could not 
tell you, between their scoffs, even such 
fundamental things as the locations of the 



President's and Governor ConnaXly's wounds. 
Instead they sneer at the frailness of some- 
of the questioners, and compare them with 
the stature of the Warren Commission, the 
Rockefeller Commission, the FBI, the CIA. 
and the White House itself. Already forget- 
ting Watergate and all its sequelae, the Sev- 
areids, the Buckleys, and the Krafts tell us 
that established authorl^ alone ought give 
:us assurance of truth. 

The second and third string defenders do 
occasionally attempt to meet objections on - 
evidentiary grounds, but when they do they 
usually pick only the weakest and most out- . 
Ian dish criticisms as their targets. Creating 
strawmen by focusing public attention on 
the a'osmd. they make a great show of bowl- 
ing' them over, thrts managing to cast doubt 
on the sanity of everyone else who dares 
question the case. If you think I exaggerate . 
here or imagine too much, I invite you to * 
read the details of my encounter with the 
•staff of the Rockefeller Commission in the 
attachment entitled “A Post-Mortem on the 
Warrenfeller Commission”. This article will 
also show you what kind of intellectual in- 
tegrity and ethical scruples are still being 
practiced in some parts of the Executive 
Branch- - ' - - . 

I cannot go into the details and specifics 
of- my objections to 'the Warren Report's 
single bullet theory In this summary, or why 
these objections lead inevitably to the con- 
clusion that more than one assassin was in- 
volved. For these I must refer you to the 
attachments, particularly the rather lengthy 
article entitled ‘The 3.1eical Evidence in the 
Assassination, of President John F. Kennedy”. . 
But I must point out, at the expense of be- 
ing obscure to those not familtar with the . 
details of the case, that there are no less 
than three ineluctable flaws in the single 
bullet theory which remain unrepaired, to 
this day, any one of which is sufficient to de- 
stroy the theory and with it the . Warren 
Commission's lone assassin conclusion. They 
are: 

(1) In regard to the wounds, of Governor 
Connally and the non-fatal wounds of the 
President (back and throat wounds) . there 
is no plausible postural alignment of the two 
men which will allow the locations and path- ■ 

•ways of their wounds to be reconciled with 
the theory that the wounds were all caused- . 
by one bullet and which Is also consistent 
with the visible positions and movements of . 
the two men as seen in the Zapruder film 
and other photographic records. Moreover, 
the non-Xstal woun^ in the I^esident, by 
themselves, cannot be reconciled with the 
alleged location of the Commission’s single 
assassin and the visible position, of the Pres- 
ident as seen in the 

(2) The timing and nature of the move- 
ments and reactions of the two men in re- 
sponse to their wounds (or any other postu- 
lated stimuli, such as the sound of a missed 
shot), again as seen in the Zapruder film 
and other photographic evidence, is simply 
not compatible with the theory that both 
men were struck by the same bullet. 

(3) The essentially intact condition of the 
bullet designated Commission -Exhibit 399, 
which has -been theorized as having caused 
all these non-fatal wounds in the two men, 
•including the fracture of two bones in Gov- 
ernor Connally (chest and arm) and the 
deposit of several fragments of lead in at 
least two separate anatomical, locations while 
retaining an unpunctured copper jacket. Is 
totally at variance with the experience of 
myself' and of every other forensic patholo- 
gist with -whom I am acquainted. 

These are overwhelming objections to the 
single bullet theory, singly and collectively. 
They have not been answered, despite all ' 
kinds of absurd claims about tumbling or 
backward traveling bullets, delayed reactions, 
lurching cars, early shots through the trees, 
reactions by Governor G>nnally to the sounds 
of 'oackfire, and a variety of other specula- 




March 18y 1976 CONGB£SSIONAL RECORD— HOUSE 



H2101 



tiOns nuvrortiiy of xn.su tioti- Tlie plain fact 
13 tiiat tiie men “were hie by separate bullets, 
one oi: vrhlch (most likely the one which hit 
the President, in view of the indicated near- 
horizontal trajectory) escaped the car after 
passing through him. But of course the die- 
hard defenders of the Warren Report can- 
not admit to this, because to do so is to con- 
cede that there had been another grinman, 
inasmuch as Osw^aid's gun could not be fired 
twice- in the short time span between the 
'.voundinss of the two men* Their response 
has thus* been either to ignore these ques- 
tions, as did the Rockefeller Commission, or 
to dismiss them as mere “details’" of the 
kind one can never explain. The second 
piece of tape on the Watergate door was a 
ciemil, too, hut fortunately someone other 
Than one of our national pundits found it. 

I want to emphasize that my objections to 
the Warren Report have nothing to do with 
the GIA, the Udafia, Oswald as an FBI agent, 

E. Howard Hunt perched in a tree, or the' 
nhurainati. They simply concern the basic 
question of how the shooting could have 
'.rreh accomplished, w'hich ought not to be 
Tco much for the public to demand In re- 
t ard to the stssassinat ion of its President. 

Moreover, it may stUl be possible to resolve 
some of these problems, and others related 
to them, if only some authoritative body 
would take the Initiative. As an additional 
2 ‘-tachment, I have appended a “Suggested 
Priority list for Investigating Medical and 
Scientific Questions, in the FK Assassina- 
rion“, which ' sug^sts some relatively 
straightforward lines of inquiry that mi^t 
be undertaken. Many of these suggestions 
amount to no more than securing the re- 
lease of data and records already known to 
exist within the Executive Branch. Surely, 
if nothing else has been learned from the 
past few years of American history, we must 
be aware that the judgment and discretion 
of the Executive Branch are not the best 
guides for what the public may be allowed to 
know. 

If the defenders and apologists for the 
Report have, their way, all effort, to 
resolve th^e questions would be given up. 
Anparently. they would prefer to live with 
the distrust of virtually a whole generation 
of our young- people, and let the history, 
books of the future say that the Government 
of the United States could not adequately 
exolain the murder of one of Its Presidents.. 

I urge* you not to let this happen. .The 
questions about this case may be difficult to 
answer, and we may not like the answers if 
we get them. But. to turn away from them, 
nre-ending that they have been answered 
or, worse, that it does not matter, would 
.make us all parties to the crime. 

Cvarc, H. Wxcht, MJ>., XD., 

- ' March, 197S, 

Mr. Speaker, I am told that the ad- 
ditional material which I had hoped to 
include in this edition of the Regohb 
cannot be inserted until a cost estimate 
has been obtained from th*e Government 
Printer. So that material will be inserted, 
hopefully, in IVIonday’s Record. I direct 
the attention of the Members to the 
statement concerning the actual assas- 
sltuation that will appear in the Record 
then. 

’Mr, McDONALJD of Georgia, Mr, 
Speaker, on August 9, 1975, our distin- 
guished colleague from Virginia, Mr. 
Thom.**s Dowxikg, delivered a speech on 
the subject of the Kennedy assassination 
to the Virginia Commonwealth Attorneys 
Association. It is a powerful argument 
which I believe accurately and pursua- 
slvely summarizes the conflicts in evi- 
dence and testimony which lead me to 
believe that Congress must act swiftly to 



.reexamine the assassination of President; 
Kennedy* 

At this point, I would like to Include 
that speech in the Record. ' . ' 

RSilARKS OP THS THOMAS N. 

DOWKUVO TO VlHcrxlA COMM02TWEAI.TH'S 
ATTOBjVHYS ASSOCIATIOIT, AXJGtrST 9, -5- 

The legista-tioutbat I have introduced over 
the past 16)4 years is usually limited to cer- 
tain areas. Generally, they are matters in 
which the First Congressional District has a 
high degree of interest: Merchant Marine, 
port activities, shipbuilding, fisheries, space 
research, and national defense mavters. In 
addition to these, there have always. been 
certain areas of. national priority in which I 
have tried to reflect the interests of the dis- 
trict, - ' 

. I suppose that is why nobody seems to be 
able to understand why- 1 introduced a reso- 
lution in April calling for the, creation of a 
select committee of Members of the House to 
study the circumstances surtounding the 
death of John F. Keimedy. It doesn’t seem 
to fit my image. But if you will bear vdth me 
for a mtle while, I will try to explain it. . 

• None of us will forget what happened in ; 
Dallas almost 12 years ago. I was as stunned 
.as any American. Congress had adjourned 
and I had gone home for the weekend. 

When I had the first news that the Presi- 
dent had been shot, I prayed that it would 
not be fatal. And then I found myself In 
somewhat of a .trauma for the next few days 
as word came of his death, the sweering-ln 
of IBJ, the plane ride back to Washington, 
the lylng-in-state and the sorrowf tfl funeral 
procession ending at the grave with the 
etenal flame. 

In the midst of all of it came the capture 
of Lee Harvey Oswald and his subsequent 
murder — live on television — by Jack Ruby In 
the basement of police headquarters in 
Dallas. 

It was all so unbelievable, yet all so true. 
Then came the appointment of the Presi- 
dent’s Commission, chaired by Chief Justice 
Earl Warren. They investigated and reported, 
concluding that there Was no evidence of 
conspiracy and that Xee Harvey Oswald, 
alone and unassisted, vras responsible for the 
death of President Kennedy and the wound- 
ing of Governor John B. Connelly of Texas. 
And there the matter was supposed to rest 
for all time- . . 

I did not believe it. ■ 

: I did not beileve that one man could have 
. fired three shots in six seconds from a cheap, 
foreign made, single shot bolt action rifle 
with the deadly accuracy credited by the FBI 
and the Warren Commission. No way. 

' The great majority of Americans, it seems, 
never believed it. Tet except for - a com- 
parative few people no one attempted to do 
anything about it. The Warren Commission 
was sacrosanct. Its members included, in ad- 
' dition to the Chief Justice of the United 
States, Senators Richard B. Russell of 
.Georgia and John Sherman Cooper of Ken- 
tucky, Representatives Hale Boggs of Louisi- 
ana and Gerald R. Ford of krlichlgah, the 
former Director of the Central Intelligence 
Agency Allen Dulles and the noted attorney 
and former high commissioner of Germany, 
John J. McCIoy. Their position of eminence 
'was bolstered W that of the Chief Investiga- * 
tive Agency of the United States, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation under its Director, 
J. Edgar Hoover. 

During the intervening years a sizable 
group of experts about the assassination and 
the resulting Investigation has developed. 
They include attorneys, physicians, college 
professors, former government investigators 
and specialists in a number of fields. Many 
of them have extremely high degrees of ex- 
pertise. ^ ‘ . 

Among them is a young man named 
Robert Groden who is particularly adept and 
Imaginative in the field of optics. Groden 



obtained a copy of the eight millimeter color 
movie of the assassination taken by the late 
Abraham Zapruder, a Dallas dress manuiac- 
ttirer who was -in IDealey Plaza that day. 

Enlsrging each of the movie frames- chat 
showed the fatal ^ot to President Kennedy s 
head. Groden put them bac’K In sequence at 
slow motion so that It is possible to view 
the event from a greater enhanced perspec- 
tive than you would get in w^atching a home 
movie at normal speed. He has taken his film . 
to a number of college campuses and ap- 
peared with it before thousands of students. 
He also had It on late night television twice 
earlier this year. 

In April students from the University of 
Virginia who had seen the presentation asked 
membets of the Virginia delegation in *the 
House to take, a look at It, They brought 
Groden and the film to Washington and I 
was one of five Members who saw the pre- 
sentation. , - ’ 

It is dimcult to ea^Jlain in complete detail 
what, the film shows but you can see Ken- 
nedy grab his throat and stare to lean for- 
ward after being shot high In the back, A 
second or two later you see Connaliy’s face 
distort and he starts to crumple into his 
wife’s lap. Then with the President bending 
forward with his head thrust slightly down, 
he suddenly bolts upright and backward as 
bTft head literally explodes. His body slams 
back against, the back of the seat and then 
bounces to the left toward his wife. * • 

I have seen this film shown a number of 
times since then and there are always jreople 
in the group who gasp at the Impact. My 
immediate conclusion was that he was hit 
from the right front more than likely by 
someone who was firing from the so-called 
grassy knoll. I concluded that in all prob' 
ability the Commission was wrong. There had 
to be more than one jussa'sin. 

I waited several flays and considered all the 
aspects then I In produced my resolution. 

It went In origlnaUy with the co-sponsor- 
ship of BUI Whitehurst and Herb Harris. I 
have reintroduced it on three other occasions 
and now there are thirty sponsors in all with 
the promise of stiU additional suppoft. 

Nobody pressured me to Introduce this 
resolution. Nobody even tried to persuade me. 
T did It because I believe that the American- 
people have lived for almost twelve years 
following that terrible day in Dallas without 
knowing the truth, certainly without know- 
ing the whole truth; and that In a time when 
we have had a great many other myths ex- 
ploded and brought to light. It Is time for 
the truth, the whole truth, to be known 
about what really happened to John F. Ken- 
nedy,: - . - * ' . . . > - u 

I am in no way trying to crittciza the mem- 
bers of the Warren Commission. The Ameri- 
can people, however, have faced terrible 
truths in the last few years, truths which 
few of us ever expected to have to face, and 
our nation has survived. I believe It is time 
that we bring this one out into the open, • 

As everyone in this country knows so well, 
lee Harvey Oswald was never brought to trial. 
As literally millions of Americans, watched 
on television, he was gunned down by Jack 
Ruby in the basement of the Dallas police 
station, less than 43 hours after the murder 
' of John Kennedy. As a result, no prosecutor 
was faced with the problem of prosecuting' 
Lee Harvey Oswald for the first degree mur- 
der of President Kennedy. However, it is a 
most interesting exercise for prosecutors to 
look at the theoretical situation with which 
a district attorney would be faced if Oswald 
had not been himself murdered and tf ho 
had been brought to trial. 

As a prosecutor, what would you have 
going for you? In a warehouse branding along 
the parade route, near the scene of the crime, 
the police found a Mannlich-Carcano rifle 
which had been purchased through the maH 
by Oswald. -Three cartridges which had been 
fired by that gun w’ere found on the sixth 
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fiocr of this 'war&h.ouse, tii& Texas school 
boo-^ depository. A nearly perfect bullet which 
mish: have been fired from the mannlicher- 
carcar.o was found on a stretcher In the hos-' 
pital to which Px^ident Kennedy and Gov- 
ernor Connally were tahen for emergency 
trearment. That in essence is all of the posi- 
tive evidence Unking the suspect to the crime. 

But even this evidence has its weak spots. 
For example, there.is no clear record, despite 
the fact that Oswald wcrltecl in the Texas 
school book depository* of how or when the . 
gun was taV:en into, the building. There is 
also considerable evidence that a second ride, 
a 7.S3 hlauser, was also taken from the build- 
ing by the police. There -Is no way of know- 
ing when the cartridges had been fired in the 
rvIannlicher-Carcano; they , could, easily have 
been fired at an earlier time and placed in 
the building. Although the pristine bullet 
found in the hospital appears to have been 
fired from the gun, there is no clear evidence 
whatever as to 3aow it got onto a stretcher 
in Parkland hospital. 

And now let's look at what a defense at-, 
tomey would have going for him in this 
same case. -- . 

. 1. Desplie a multitude of people in Dealey 
Plaza, no creditable witness could be fotmd 
that saw anyone firing a ride. It should be 
noticed in passing that, despite this total 
lack of eye witnesses, a rather good physical 
description of the alleged murderer went oat 
over the DaUas police radio 14 minutes after 
the last shot rang out, description 

matched Lee Harvey Oswald, but no one has 
explained how the police at- that time had 
any idea for whom they were looking. 

2. The great majority of spectators believed 
that the^ shots came from, in front of the 
President's car, from a place generally called, 
the grassy knoll- The police oEdcers riding 
along side the presidential car dropped their 
motorcycles and rushed to this area. 

3. Approdmately 90 seconds after the last 
shot was fired, Lee Harvey Oswald was found 
on the second floor of the school book deposi- 
tory, drinking a coca cola, 3X, in fact, he was 

* the assaasin, in that 90 seconds he would 
have had to conceal his gUn, cross the whole 
width of the large warehouse descend five 
flights of stairs, find a dime, get his coca 
cola, open it, and calmly begin to drink it- 
This sounds more like a decathlon champion 
than Lee Harvey Oswald, * : 

4. The Mannlicher-Carcano is a very cheap 
(S19.95) surplus lyorld \Var H Italian carbine. 
It is a bolt action, single short, fourth-rate 
gun, hardly the type that any serious assa^n 
would even consider.- 

5. There is no trace of the source of the 
ammunition used in the murder. The Italians 
quit manufacturing ammunition for the 
Mannlicher-Carcano during the closing years 
of World War II. Any of this old amm\mition 
would be highly unreliable. The only known 
source of new ammunition for the gun was 
the T7niT:ed States Government. It has never 
been determined from which source the 
assassin actually ob-talned the ammiinitton. 

6. For the Mannlicher-Carcano to be fired 

three times in six seconds, the use of a clip 
is almost imperative. Tet, no clip was ever 
found- ■ 

7. The telescopic sight on the rifle was de- 
fective. At the range it was being fired In 
Dealey Plaza, it was ofl approximately eleven 
inches ... an almost fatal . flaw in itself 
under rhe -circEimstances. 

8. The FBI's ballistic tests on the bxfilet 
fragments taken from President Kennedy, 
from Governor Connally, from the automo- 
bile. etc., were inconclusive. In eflect, there 
was no positive baltistlrs evidence connecting 
the bullets with the alleged aesas.sln'3 gun. 

9. A paraSn test -was made on Oswald's, 

right cheek and it turned out negative. In- 
dicating that he had probably not fired a 
rifle that day, ■ - 

10. Oswald himself denied the killing. • 



On top of this rather hopeless exddential 
situation, you would also be faced with a 
number of most serious consiatutional 
defects. • . 

■ ■ First and foremost, Oswald was questioned 
for a total of 13 hours during his 45 hour 
detention. Despite his requests for legal 
.assistance, he was never furnished with a 
law-yer. Lawyers from the Civil Liberties. 
Union who volunteered . were turned away. 
Tet, the questioning went on. On top of that, 
the Dallas police force has given sworn testi- 
mony tliat there Is not a scap of evidence 
as to what Csv.*ald said dvtrlng the 13 hours 
of interrogation. A.ccording to the police, the 
Dallas police force did not own a tape re- 
corder. Further, they did not even bother to 
have a stencgraphic record of the interrega- ^ 
tion. More incredibly, they say no notes were 
taken. It is diScuir to believe that any judge 
-or jury . . . with the exception of the F.'ar- 
ren Commission 1 . . would accept such 
statements as true. 

There was massive tampering with evi- 
dence, Despite a Dallas ordinance that an 
autopsy must be performed by the coroner 
In cases of violent death, no autepsy w.as 
performed in Dallas. Despite the protests of 
local authorities, the body of President Ken- 
nedy was forcibly removed to Bethesda, 
Maryland, w'nere a grossly inadequate au- 
topsy was performed by -three military 
pathologists with little, if -any. forensic ex- 
nerience. On top of this, the contempora- 
neous notes of the chief sturgeon were later 
burned by him in the fireplace of his recrea- 
tion room - . - he later swore that he did 
not rhink they v/ere important. Many of the 
X-rays and photographs which would nor- 
mally be ta'cien during a competent autopsy 
were found not to exist. 

The car in which the President was riding 
at the time of his death, was completely dis- 
mantled by the secret service and all evi- 
dence relating to it was destroyed. _ 

Oswald's ’wife, who apparently had nothing 
to do with any crime, was held in “protective 
custody" for a number of months: For all 
oractlcal purposes, she was held incomniuni- 
cado. 

I could go on and oh with this -list 'but I 
thiiik I have made my point that any pros- 
ecution of Lee Harvey Osv/ald. vroiild have 
been undermined by the most serious con- 
stitutional abuses. . ' . 

Until now, I have been discussing the prob- 
lem. of a prosecution of Oswald, not 
sarily as t'ae sole assassin of President ^en- 
nedy, but merely someone who may have 
played a role in the assass ma tton. As we 
know, the Warren Commission insisted most 
strongly that Oswald v-'as unassisted in his 
commission of the crime. - . . 

What new problems would be raised xz it 
were neces.sary to prosecute Oswald as the 
lone-nx'.t killer? Is there any way in which 
a prosecutor could convince a jury that be 
he alone had committed the act? - . 

- Let- us go back for a moment -to the Zapru- 
der f of which I spoke earlier. Knowing 
that the PTm in Mr. Zapruder's camera ran at 
182 frames per second, it is possl'ole to deter- 
mine very accurately the time frame in which 
ail the shooting took place. It is known . . .. 
and the Warren Commission concurs — that 
• 5.8 seconds elapsed between the first shot and 
the fined shot which hit John Kennedy in the 
head. For practical purposes, let's round this 
o£ to six seconds. Now remember that this 
is a single shot, bolt action rifle. After each 
shot a cartridge had to be ejected by the bolt, 
a new bullet put into place and the gun 
re-aimed. Some of the world's finest riflemen 
have practiced with the Han nlicher-Carcano 
but none have been able to re-load, re-aim 
and fire accurately in less than three seconds. 
This means that la the time frame for the 
firing, a maxfmurn of three shots coxxld have 
been fixed from the Mannlicher-Carcano, the 
initial shot pliis two re-loads. 



KeAllring rksre limltattcns. and insisting 
that only a single gunman was Involved, the 
Warren Commission irrslSLed vast all of the 
damage done during the fusiliada was done • 
by three sheds. The tVarren Commission ad- 
mits that one shot missed ’the target com- 
pletely. striking, the street curb. One shet 
hit President Kennedy In the head and dis- 
integrated. That left only one shot-whlch. 
for convenience sake, has' often been labeled 
the *hnr.gic bullet.” 

According to the Commission, this shot 
entered President Kennedy's back. , exited 
his adam’s apple, went thrortgh Governor 
Connally'3 chest, broke a rib. vent through 
Connally'3 wrist shattering it. and. w'ou nd 
up in his thigh. This is the bullet which 
allegedly ^ found undanmrod on a 

svet-cher in Parkland Hespitai. • ' 

If. the “magic bullst" Is central to the ; 
whole cor.tenrlGn that Oswald was a lone- 
nut killer. ler's examine its feasibility. 

.If the shoes fired. *ov the murderer came 
from- the sixth fiber window of the School . 
Book Depc.3irory, their course would have 
been downward and to the left. I? a bullet 
had entered the President’s hack and exited 
hl-s adam’s apple, it should have .either hit 
Mrs. Connally who was sitting In front of 
the President and to the left, or harmlessly 
.struck the side cr floor of the car. To have 
hit Governor Connally on his right side, 
when he was sitting directly in front of the 
President, the ’ bullet would have, to have 
made two 90 degree turns in mid air. From 
this evidence alone it can. be deduced that 
Govemcr Ccnnaljy was not gravely injured 
by any of the briiiets which struck Presi- 
dent Kennedy, something which Governer 
Connally insists to- this day. Furthermore, 
the “magic bullet" that was taken from t'ae 
stretcher was pristine. The only lead missing 
from it was that removed by the FBI for 
tes^- Tet. a. great deal of lead was left in 
Governor Connolly's chest and wrist when 
the 'oullet that struck him stiaick bone. 

From this mass- of evidence, all serious 
critics including a number of eminent pa- 
thologists, criminologists, and lawyers have 
all concluded that there must have b^en at 
least four shots, at Dealey PIsza. * 

As no one has been able to fire the Mann-- 
licher-Carcano four times in six seconds,-.we 
know t'nat there was at least a second rifle- 
man if the Carcano was used in the killing. 
This means a conspiracy. This means that 
the "Warren Commission was. wrong oa its 
central thesis. . - . . , ' , - . . ^ 

There are a number of ether very disturb- 
ing aspects to this matter which are of par- 
ticuisx interest to prosecutors. A * htige 
amount of vital evidence was withheld from 
the "vVarren Commission*. .*. presumably, it 
would have'oeen withheld from a prosecutor. 

The FBI was deeply involved v/ith this 
^withheld ing of evidence. As an example, the 
• Dallas police turned over to the PBT* an ad- 
dress book which belonged to Oswald, In it 
was one page which gave the name, address, 
telephone number and license plate number 
of an FBI agent in Dallas, The P3T removed 
this page from the bock, before turning it 
over to the 'Warren Gommlssicn. Eventually 
the Warren Commission got the page but' 
did not .seem upset that it had been willfully 
withheld. The FBI also withheld much of 
the evidence Which, linked Jack Ruby to or- 
ganized crime, to Cuban gamblers, to the 
narcotics trade, and last but not least, to 
t'ae FBI itself. It has only recently been dis- 
covered that Jack Ruby was fcrmerly enrpUed 
as an FBI informant for quite a period cf 
time. 

Time does not permit me to go into this 
matter as deeply as I would wish tonight, b^iir 
I 'Would like to give you just one mere ex- 
ample of this type cf withholding and cf 
what smacks of a serio^Is cover-up, "^hen Lee 
Harvey Oswald went to Me.rico in September 
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' lDo3, i-s Obtain a Mexican entry 

•zd from the Mexican consulate in New Ot- 
cards are numbered serially, 
f-er ttie murder, the FBI obtained from the 
iV?dcan consulate a list of all of the persons 
ncT obtained entry permits in New Orleans 
n -he same day that Oswald obtained his. 

X3X did a massive investigation with re- 
to these people and published the re- 
^ detail in the -v^ol tunes of evidence ac- 
omp^nvins'the V/arren report. There was 
n'v ore smaH exceotioa. The Identity of the 
--son who received his permit immediately 
head of Oswald was never made public. ^ ‘ , 
In 19T2 following a periodic review*, a list 
Z commission documents which had for- 
aerlv been withheld was released. Among 
hem was the missing information about the 
'Vo‘-> Tv-ho obtained the permit. He was Wil- ■ 
^*am George Gaudet. who was based in New 
)rle-ins and traveled widely in tntin America 
n 1963. A oreviously withheld FBI report, 
lated coincidentally the day afrer Jack Ruby 
nurdered Tee Harvey Oswald, says that WU- 
iara George Gaudet gave them details as to 
'ertain of Jack Ruby’s activities, not in Dal- 
as, but in New Orleans^ 

■William . George Gaudet has been inter- 
-:ewed. He admits that he did receive his 
-ntw permit immediately ahead of Ctewald, 

5e denies that he accompanied Oswald to 
vlexico. He also admits being a CIA opera- 
rive from 1947 until 1969. • . 

He savs that he was gxiaranteed that his 
:dentity^ would never be made public and 
a'as cjuite irritated at the FBI ■ for having 
revealed his name, even at this late date, 
de says emphatically that the FBI is lytog 
when it savs that he volunteered information 
-'bout Jack Ruby in November of 1963. 

From the interviews with Gaudet.it has 
been learned that Lee Harvey Oswald was 
icnow-n to agents in charge of the CIA opera- 
tion in New Orleans In 1963. Their identities 
and whereabou^:3 are known. 

Lee Harvey Oswald certainly was no hero 
and I am not trying to make him one, but 
I do not believe that he "was the lone-nut 
assassin that the Warren Commission says 
he was. I do not know who was involved in ^ 
the assassination of President Kennedy but 
I think it is time that all of us learned the 
truth. Our system of Government cannot 
remain strong if our leaders can be murdered 
and the Government itself consents to cov-^* 
ering up the crime, - - - . . u- 

Mr. McKJNNEY. I regret very much 
that this discussion has had "to occur for 
X had hoped that the Buies Committee 
would have given its approval to House - 
Besolution 204 over a year ago. Had.it 
done so, many" of the nagging questions 
In the minds of so many Americans could 
have long since been put to rest. Frankly, 

I am baSed at the commit'tee^s intran- 
sigence for I know its members to be men - 
of integrity who have demonstrated a 
constant willingness to bring, progressive 
and worth'^vhile legislation to the floor. 

Bike most Americans, X have no new 
information nor have I de'vised an in- 
truiging theory. Simply, like most Amer- 
icans, I have questions — too many ques- 
tions and too few answers. I have said- 
before that the citizens of the United 
States — by their very nature — ^are not a 
conspiratorial lot nor do they believe in 
conspiracies and I numbered myself 
among them. However, certainly the 
events of ine past few years have caused 
many of us to question what before we 
took as gospel truth. There is merit — ^we 
have learned — in being inquisitive. 

At the very least, what Is at stake here 
is the credibility of this Government- and 
the faith ol its people have in it. The 



Watergate hearings demonstrated to all 
the linique character of a congressional 
investigation, a method which brought 
cut truths not yet revealed. There are 
many today who feel a House select com- 
mittee can accomplish that same goal. I 
agree and I would hope that in time, the 
Rules Committee will agree as weU. 

Mr. 5YlN/GNfIS. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to call to the attention of the House 
an interview with Dr. Cyril Wecht, the 
only independent patholorist/ critic of 
the Warren Commission to examine the 
classified autopsy material in the Ar- 
chives. 

It is particularly interesting to note Dr. 
Wecht's comments that his examination 
of all the available medical evidence leads 
him to conclude that the V/arren Com- 
mission's single bullet theory is incor- 
rect and that his study of £dl availabXe 
evidence -proves that the assassination 
was committed by two gunmen. ‘ 

Mr. Speaker, I insert the text of the 
interview contained in an article in 
Citizens Quarterly in the Record at this 
point: 

Da. CYHit. .Wecht— ^F-aoivr the Ctjtting Roo^E 
PEooa . 

■ (By Amy Blofccher) 

br. Cyril Wecht, carrently Coroner for 
Allegheny Connty (Pittsburgh, Pa.) and for- 
mer President of the American Academy for 
Forensic Science^ has been the only inde- 
pendent pathologist/critic of the Warren 
Commission to examine the classifled au- 
topsy material in the Archives. CCI spoke to 
him on February 12 and obtained the fol- 
lowing interview, 

CCI. What are your f eelings about the^ re- 
cent CBS Special which you participated in? 

Dr. WscHX. Well, I think it was a one-sided 
presentation and I think iVs unfortunate 
that they edited in the fashion they did. 
They completely emasculated the presenta- 
tions that several of us made. I know that 
Mark feels that way about his. I do about 
mine. Other people’s Interviews v/ound up on 
the cutting floor completely; they never even 
survived as much as thirty seconds. So I 
tvit-nk it was not an honest, unbiased pres- 
entation on CBS' part. 

CCI. Can you take any recourse? 

Dr. Wecht. No. I've written letters to tell 
them 'What I think, but there- is no legal re- 
course and I’m not going to get involved 'with 
'writing to the FCC "to demand equal -time. I 
don't think that I would be successful. 

' CCI. Co'uld you explain the autopsy photo- 
graph of the head 'with what appears to be 
a flap attached? 

Dr. Wecht. I don’t know what it 'was. I’m 
very concerned about it: Indeed, I am doubly 
concerned because nobody else has ever 
made mention of it. It is there, there can be 
no doubt about it. I’m very suspicious about 
the fact that the original pathologists -and 
subsequent medical people who revie'wed this 
on behalf of the government, namely, the 
Rockefeller Commission panel (1975)., and 
the Ramsey Clark panel (1963), have never 
commented on it. It could simply represent 
a'piece of tissue, or it could be a small' exit 
wound. 

CCI. Was it a flap of skin? 

Dr. Wecht. I don’t kno'^v. It’s a piece of 
grayish white colored material and it could 
be everted skin. 

CCI. How do you classify the President's 
throat wound 'which all the doctors at the 
Farkiancl Hosp'ital at first described as being 
an exit wound? 

Dr. Wecht. Well, as you know, the throat 
wound was obliterated by the tracheostomy. 
So the examination of the photographs and 
everything else at the Archives does not per- 
mit me to make any further observations 



since the original margins are completely 
gone. I can only go by what is present in 
the original reports. Based upon that evi- 
dence and correlating it with the wound in 
the back, the neck 'wound would seem to be , 
a wound of exit. But that’s not based upon 
direct observation of the wound. That's just 
based on all those items of evidence that 
are known to me. 

CCI. Do you think that Exhibit Number 
399 could have. done all the damage that was 
claimed by the Warren Commission? 

Dr. Wecht. No, I do not. The buliet that 
stipposediy hit both Kennedy and Connally 
■weighed 153.6 grains when it -pras recovered. 
Before it was fired, that type of ammunition 
■would have ■weighed between 160 and 161 
grains. Therefore, the bullet in question lost 
only approximately 1.5 per cent of its origi- 
nal ■weight after being fired. , ' * 

Tet this bullet supposedly entered the 
right side of "uhe President’s hack, coursed 
through the uppermost portions of the tho- 
rax and mediastinum, and exited from the 
midi Lne of the anterior neck region at about 
the level of -the knot of the tie. Then this 
’"magical missile” allegedly entered the right 
side of Governor Connally's back, broke his 
right fifth rib, exited from the anterior aspect 
of his right chest,, entered his dorsal right 
wrist area, where It shattered the distal 
radtes, and finally entered Connally’s left 
thigh. - - ■ • ■ ' 

WeTe expected to beUeve that after doing 
all -this damage; the bullet emerged with a 
total weight less of only two gr^ns. It’s sim- 
ply not possible for a bullet to leave grossly 
visible particles, on X-rays in four difierent 
anatomic locations in two human beings, and 
emerge with a loss of substance amounting to 
only two grains out of 161. 

On top of this, the condition of the bullet 
after allegedly causing all these wounds 'was 
virtually pristine. The upper tv/o-thirds of 
the b'ullet show no grossly visible deformities, 
or any other kind of mutilation. This is not 
characteristic of a bullet that has struck two 
bones, particularly a dense bone like the dis- 
tal radius. . . . .. 

CCI. Having been the only Warren Com- 
mission pathologist/critlc to examine the 
Archives autopsy material, do you feel that 
there is enough information to support con- 
clusively the "Warren Commission theory on . 
the so'urce of the shots? ■ • - - : 

Dr, Wecht. No. On May 7, 1975^ I testified 
by deposition for approximatelv five and a 
half hours before the Rockefeller Commis- 
sion, to the effect that the Warren Report’s 
principal conclusion, namely that the Presi- 
dent -was assassinated by a lone gunman, was 
■wrong and absolutely Irreconcilable 'with the 
medical and scientific e-vldence .in the case.; 
In several technical papers I had previo'usly 
published on. the case, it is true that I had 
stated that the available medical evidence, 
assximmg it to be valid, gives no support to 
theories which posttfiate gunmen to the front 
or right-front of the Presidential car. Ho’w- 
ever, in addition to the medical evidence, 
there is other evidence to be' considered. The 
cru-x and primary thrust of my testimony, as 
well as the papers I have published, is that 
the Warren Commission’s single-bullet the- 
ory is. wrong, and that the available medical, 
physical, and photographic evidence all prove 
that the assassination was carried out by two 
gunmen. ■ 

Although the oScial report mentions the 
microscopic examination of the periphery of 
the small occipital wound, no. mention is 
made of a similar examination of the periph- 
ery of the large, gaping wound on the right 
side of the head. Without such an examina- 
tion and other studies such as neutron acti- 
vp,cion analj^is, "we cannot be sure that there 
was not a second wound of entrance in the 
heed contained within the large gaping de- 
fect oh the right side. I mention this only 
because of the extremely persuasive evidence 
on this point in the Zapruder fi l m. I have 
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seen film in th& superior copy owned by 
Lire megezine. Quite cleoi-Iy^ tbe President's 
bod" moves sbarply backwards and to tbe lett 
follow ing the impact of the fatal shot. It 
seems to me extremely unlikely that his body 
would have moved in this direction if he had 
been struck from above and behind as con- 
cluded by the Warren Commission; however, 
it is a physical possibility that I cannot rule 
out. - . ■ 

I.Is. ABZXJG. Mr. Speaker, I am a co- 
.-ponsor of House Resolution 204 to create 
a' select committee for th6 puipose of 
conducting a “full and complete investi- 
gation and study of the circumstances 
surrounding the deaths of Jolin F. Ken-, 
nedy. Robert F. Kennedy, and Martin 
Luther King, and the attempted assas- 
sination of George Wallace. I urge the 
House to accept this inquiry, or to accept 
House Resolution 498 which I also co- 
sponsored, which is limited to ah investi- 
gation and study of the circumstances 
surrounding the death of John F. Ken- 
nedy, I believe it is important to have 
as broad an investigation as possible 
since the critical issues to be explored 
are the role of Goyemment law enforce- 
ment and intelligence ?-gencies'in these 
investigations as well as the . pervasive 
secrecy which still shrouds their activi- 
ties and procedures. The issue of secrecy 
and the role of the FBI and CIA are pres- 
ent in varying degrees, in each of the 
assasslnations.and consequently if they 
are to be explored adequately fiie select 
committee should have jurisdiction over, 
all of them. ' 

Mr. Speaker, every pell, every contact 
with our constituents, every learned ob- 
servation of the populace reinforces the 
conclusion that people have lost faith in 
their Government, particularly faith 
that their Government does not lie to 
them. This loss of faith can be traced to 
that fateful day in Dallas when Jolm F. 
Kennedy was shot down. It grew and was 
nurtured by other lies which the Govern- 
ment told to the American people during 
the Vietnam war and during Watergate, 
but it was surely not assuaged by the 
handling of the investigations into the 
John F. Kennedy and King assa^ina- 
tions. 

Since the publication of the “Report 
of the Warren Commission on the Assas- 
sination of President Kennedy,” voliimes 
and volumes have been written attempt- 
ing to discredit the conclusions and 
methods of that study and investigation. 
I want to state as forcefully as I can 
. that I do not support ah the critics’ con- 
clusions. nor am I convinced that .the 
Warren Commission had before it all of 
the relevant data to support Its conclu- 
sions. -The point Is that I, and millions 
like me. simply do not have enough in- 
formation upon which to make an in- 
formed judgment concerning the WaiTen 
Commission flnctings and the criticism to 
which it has been subjected. 

For example, as chairman of ihe 
House Government Operations Subcom- 
mittee on Government Information and- 
Individual Rights, my subcommittee held 
hearings last November on the National 
Archives and its handling of Freedom of 
Information Act requests for access to 
the Warren Commission Sles. Tliere was 
some indication that certain informa- 



tion was not available and that certain 
documents are still not available to his- 
torians and researchers.- 
Iri fact, there is information in the 
National Archives concerning the War- 
ren Commission’s investigation which 
is not available to Members of Congress. 
This is all the more Etstoaishing when 
•we consider another revelation, of the . 
hearings conducted by my subcommittee 
on this subject — ^namely, it is doubtful if 
anyone had authority to classify docu- 
ments originating with the Warren 
Commission as secret or top secret. That 
power was simply assumed by the Com- 
mission’s counsel, hut there is little or 
no justiScation for his having done so. 
Following the hearings conducted by 
the' subcommittee, one witnessy David' 
Belin, who was a member of the Warren 
Commission staff and Director of . the 
Rockefelller Commission study of. the 
'OlA, stated that he believed that the 
Warren Commission inquiry should be 
reopened in order to once and for all lay 
to rest, the unfair charges against its 
conclusions. While I am not in a posi- 
tion to conclude that ^ny findings will 
or wUl not stand the test of further 
inquiry, I certainly agree that it is neces- 
sary to finally settle the still open ques- 
tions, particularly the role of the FBI in 
the investigations of the murder of 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King. 

Mr. Speaker, it is too obvious that 
nothing any inquiry can do will bring 
back the great men who have been cut 
dov-ui by assasssins. But there are lessons 
to be learned from the manner in which 
the agencies of Government charged with 
investigating and studying these trage- 
dies performed their duties. We can learn 
a good deal about the needy for secrecy 
of so many documents, about classifica- 
tion policies, about political pressures, 
about how the FBI conducts an investi- 
gation. I urge that any House interested 
enough in the Daniel Schorr matter to 
establish a special inquiry' should not 
hesitate in opening an inquiry into these 
far more significant questions. 

Mr; DE LA GARZA- Mr. Speaker, like 
many of my colleagues, I am troubled by 
some of the-qu^tions that continue to 
be raised about the circumstances sur- 
rounding the tragic death of. President 
Kennedy more than 12 years ago. . 

The' feeling of persistent, nagging 
doubt that the cormtry has learned all 
the facts is shared -by a considerable 
number of people in the south Texas dis- 
trict I represent here. They desire, and 
I support, a reopening of the investiga-. 
tion into the assassination of Pre4dent 
Kennedy. • . v 

The investigation should be of suf- 
ficient scope and carried out in such a 
way as to settle once and for -all the 
questions that prey on the minds of 
many Americans. * 

As a people, we pride ourselves on our 
regard for the truth. Our quest for the 
truth — the whole tmih-^about the as- 
sassination should be pressed forward 
in order that this dire chapter in our na- 
tional histoo^' can be brought to a con- 
clusion. 

Mr. BL4GGI. X am pleased to partici- 
pate in this special order to discuss the 



urgent need to establish a select com- 
mittee of Congress to investigate the 
assassination of President John F. Ken- 
nedy. As a cosponsor of this resolution I 
feel strongly that Congress must take 
this important step so that the many 
doubts which ha.va racked this Nation 
regarding the assassination can be dis- 
pelled. . , . 

I was most disturbed Cv*er the decision 
of the House Rules Committee to prevent 
the full House from having the oppor- 
tunity to debate this resolution. We have 
again seen this committee employ arbi- 
trary and high-handed tactics to block 
consideration of legislation which it op- 
poses. They took this action despite the 
fact that these resolutions enjoy more 
than 125 cosponsors and are supported 
by millions of Americans who consider it 
a national disgrace that there are still 
so many lingering and unanswered ques- 
tions regaremg this monumental event. 

Congress has never oScially investi- 
gated the ^eimedy assassinatiem Exclu- 
sive, responsibility for investigating the 
assassination was vested in a Presiden- 
•tially appointed commission which- re- 
ported its findings based on the limited 
amount of evidence it had at its disposal.' 
Anyone who has had the opportunity to 
read Mark Lane’s “Rush to Judgment,’* 
or who has viewed the hon-ifying film of 
the assassination by Abraham Zapruder 
would agree that a sufiicient number of 
basic questions have been raised which 
merit a new fullrjicale investigation into 
this tragedy. 

Hae questions which ai*e raised go 
right to the very heart of the assassina- 
tion. vVas there more than one gun fired? 
Was there a conspiracy involved? Was 
the Dallas Police Department responsible 
for failure to provide better protection 
for the President? Was'the- Warren Com- 
* mission as objective as it could have 
been? Did they pursue all possible angles 
to the case? Does jhe new evidence pre- 
sent basic new evidence which was tm- 
available to the W'arren Commission. 

We cannot allow these, fundamental- 
questions to go unanswered any longer. 
JEven the President who was a member 
of the CoBirmssion stated that if su£&- 
- cisnt new* evidence was available it could 
merit a new investigation. I feel it is time 
that this investigation was begun and I 
,urg8 the House Rules Committee to re- 
verse itself and allow this issue to be de- 
bated on the House floor in a responsible 
manner. The more we let this issue go 
Tonresolved the more emotional the de- 
bates will become. Let reasonable men 
make reasonable judgments. The Ameri- 
can people wili be the better for it. 

' . -GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. DOWNING of Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask rmanimous consent that 
all Members may have 5 legislative days 
*in w^hich to revise and extend their re- 
marks on the subject of my special order 
today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle- 
man from Virginia? ' 

' There was no objection. _ ; ‘ . 





